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offenders, being soon afterwards taken into custody, were
brought to trial, capitally convicted, and received sentence
of death ; but Martin was afterwards reprieved, on condition
of transportation for fourteen years.

After sentence of death Gardener resigned himself to his
fate; and before he quitted Newgate on the day of execution
he dressed himself in a shroud, in which he was executed,
refusing to wear any other clothes, though the weather was
intensely cold.

JOSEPH BLAKE ALMS BLUESKIN
Made an Unsuccessful Attempt to kill Jonathan Wild by
cutting his Throat. Executed in November^ 1724,
at Newgate
JOSEPH BLAKE, better known by his nickname of
" Blueskin," from his dark countenance, always deserves
to be remembered as one who studiously took the paths
of infamy in order to become famous.
By birth he was a native of the City of London. His
parents, being persons in tolerable circumstances, kept him
six years at school, where he did not learn half so much
from his master as he did evil from his schoolfellow, William
Blewit, from whose lessons he copied so well that all his
education signified nothing. He absolutely refused, when
he came from school, to go to any employment, but, on the
contrary, set up for a robber when he was scarcely seventeen;
and from that time to the day of his death was unsuccessful
in all his undertakings, hardly ever committing the most
trivial fact but he experienced for it either the humanity
of the mob or of the keepers of Bridewell, out of which,
or some other prison, he could hardly keep his feet for a
month together.
He fell into the gang of Lock, Wilkinson, Carrick,
Lincoln, and Daniel Carrol. Being out one night with
this gang, they robbed one Mr Clark of eight shillings and
a silver-hilted sword, just as candles were going to be lighted.